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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sunday, October 13, 2015
Contact: Lyndia Grant, Chair
Call: 240-602-6205/cell

Contact: Rev. Dr. Unnia Pettus
Call: 202-696-2790

What Do YOU Believe?
WHO: Join the DC "Belief" Host Committee this week as we celebrate Oprah Winfrey’s “Belief” Series. Delighted to join
folks from around the world in promoting this docu-series. An occasion such as this is rare, therefore, it is with great pride that I
invite each of you to tune in.
WHAT: Oprah Winfrey presents this exciting new 7-day series entitled "Belief," a groundbreaking, international television
event exploring humankind's ongoing search to connect with something greater than ourselves. This original series invites
viewers to witness some of the world’s most fascinating spiritual journeys through the eyes of the believers.
Per Oprah Winfrey, she said "For several years, my team and I have traveled to 33 countries to film the BELIEF's of all
races, colors, creeds, religions; in an effort to show how somehow, we are all very much alike!”
Journeying to the far reaches of the world, and to places cameras have rarely been, “Belief” searches the origins of diverse
faiths and the heart of what really matters. From the epic to the intimate, webbed throughout each hour are stories of people on
spiritual journeys, taking them to sacred spaces.
WHEN: The docu-series will air on the Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN) nightly at 8:00pm, from Sunday, October 18 –
Saturday, October 24, 2015. Each night, Oprah and OWN will air 3-4 personal stories of believers, told through their own eyes
and lives, not the words of academic experts. Viewers get to see what makes people of faith so strong; how belief systems are
distinct; how faith can be a tool of healing and peacemaking; and the basic humanity that binds us together.
WHERE:

Sunday, October 18th is our special ‘free’ celebration, and it is our kick-off of The DC “Belief” Host Committee
events. Held at The Worsley Mansion 1410 Missouri Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, Sunday, it is sure to be historical. Watch
together, the world premiere of the kick-off of the Belief Series, with a reception, followed by a panel discussion from 6:00pm until
7:30pm. Panelists are: Honorable Mayor Sharon Pratt; Rev. Dr. Jacquie Hood-Martin; Rev. Dr. Barbara Reynolds; Rocky
Twyman; and Minister Lynn Strange, (short bio’s next page). Attorney CeLilliane Green will read a special poetic message.
There will be other entertainment and simultaneous events going on in a similar fashion throughout the DC Area, give me a call if
you would like to host a “Breaking Bread” event in your home.
Wednesday night, The National Mall, Sylvan Theater October 21, 2015 is our focal point. Both events are from 5pm to
9pm. We will also watch the docu-series on The National Mall. The program will begin promptly at 5pm with a special welcome
by Joshua DuBois, CEO of Values Partnerships. All are invited! At the Sylvan Theater or Wednesday, October 21st hear from
seven distinguished panelist, including Dr. Andrea Pennington, Moderator, who is flying in from France for this event;
Roland Martin, Host of TV One; Georgia Goslee, Lawyer, National TV Host; Dr. Julianne Malveaux, Economist, &
President Emeritus, Spellman College; Dr. Kanu Kogod, CEO, Bridges in Organizations; Rev. Sylvia Sumter, Sr. Pastor
Unity of Washington Church; Cindy Pearlman, New York Times, Best Selling Publisher; The Howard University Gospel
Choir, sponsored by Attorney Jack H. Olender will perform, and Howard University alumnus, Dr. E. Faye Williams will proudly
introduce the Gospel Choir. Christin Clyburn, 13-year-old award winner will site an original poem she has written, and she will
recite one of Maya Angelou’s poems, accompanied by a violinist. Join us!

WHY: Bringing people together to discuss faith and beliefs, something we all differ on so much is a great opportunity for
change. Join people from every continent, to watch this 7-day series on beliefs. People of all races, colors creeds and faiths will
culminate under the banner of peace and love!
A special thank you goes out to Ms. Lillian J. Huff and Rev. Dr. Unnia Pettus who have served as co-chairs. Thank you to
Sister Jenna, Kanu Kogod, and Rev. Sylvia Sumter for financial donations and continued support; it has been my pleasure to
serve as chair of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Thank you!
- END -
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Honorable Sharon Pratt The former vice president for community relations at Pepco, the city's electric utility, was
better known in national politics than locally, when she ran for mayor in 1990. Kelly, who then was using the last
name of her former husband, one-time D.C. Council member Arrington Dixon, was Democratic national party
treasurer and the District's woman representative to the Democratic National Committee when she decided to
make her first try for public office. Sharon Pratt Dixon actually launched her 1990 mayoral campaign with a lavish,
well-attended party during the 1988 Democratic National Convention in Atlanta.
The Reverend Dr. Jacquie Hood-Martin Executive & Christian Life Skills Coach, Author, Speaker, Trainer, Jacquie
Hood Martin is a full-time servant leader and a woman “with a yielded Spirit.” Hood Martin has been inspiring
women and leadership executives across the world with her matter-of-fact teaching and leadership style for over
twenty years. Whether abroad in Ghana, speaking, writing columns or in her books, Fulfilled! The Art and Joy of
Balanced Living, or Wedded Bliss! A 52-week Devotional to Balanced Living, Hood Martin’s focus is to bring the
best out of each and every person. As owner of J. Hood & Associates, a boutique firm offering a range of personal,
professional, and prophetic coaching since 1990, Hood Martin equips and empowers people for daily living.
The Reverend Dr. Barbara A. Reynolds , president of Reynolds News Service, is an award-winning journalist, author
and college professor. She was a founding editor and columnist for USA Today and has recently published her third
book: No, I Won't Shut Up! 30 Years of Telling It Like It Is. Dr. Reynolds hosts "Barbara's Beat," a Washington D.C.
radio show and is a regular panelist on WHUT-TV's Evening Exchange program. She has appeared on Oprah, CSpan, and CNN. An ordained minister, in 1997 she launched Harriet's Children, a program for female substance
abusers headquartered at Greater Mt. Calvary Church in Washington. Dr. Reynolds teaches at the Calvary Bible
Institute and is working on her fourth book, the memoirs of Coretta Scott King.
Rocky Twyman is a community organizer, church choir director and public relations consultant from the D.C.
suburbs who managed to draw some attention to himself for his profoundly moronic solution to surging gas prices
in 2008: prayer. Now, I am sure he is not the only one who has tried that one, but Twyman even went on a tour,
staging prayers asking God for cheaper gas in DC (with volunteers from a soup kitchen joining in), at a San
Francisco Chevron station, in Oakland (church members) and probably elsewhere.
Minister Lynne Strange is an over comer and a victor of Domestic Violence! Involved in an abusive marriage for
many years, Lynne endured near death experiences and maintained the relationship hoping that it would get
better but it only became worse. Today Lynne is an empowerment speaker giving hope and encouragement to
many that are either involved in current DV situations or those just coming out of one. She is also an advocate for
Domestic Violence assisting victims with education, awareness and empowerment. Lynne is the founder of “Lady
of Divine Inspiration” and has reached out to countless victims. For the past nine years, Lynne has been employed
with the Prince Georges County States Attorney’s office Domestic Violence Division. She is a mother of three
daughters and it is her strong conviction and passion to inspire and change lives from the inside out.
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Dr. Andrea Pennington, Moderator: A respected Integrative Medicine physician, acupuncturist, author and leading authority on
wellness and prevention. Dr. Pennington blends traditional medicine with fitness instruction, nutritional consultation, acupuncture,
spiritual direction and empowerment coaching to present a holistic approach to overall wellness. She is the founder and
President of Pennington Empowerment Media and the immediate past President of the International Association of Eating
Disorders Professionals. She specializes in Age Management Medicine, obesity, diabetes prevention, self-love and personal
development. A passionate advocate for prevention and wellness, Dr. Pennington has been featured twice on the Oprah
Winfrey Show as a nutrition and obesity expert who teaches how to live with increased health, vitality and purpose.
Roland Martin, host and managing editor of TV One’s News One Now, the first daily morning news program in history to focus
on news and analysis of politics, entertainment, sports, and culture from an explicitly African American perspective. News One
Now airs weekdays on TV One at 7AM/ET. Creator and host of “The Roland Martin Show”, a daily syndicated radio broadcast in
20 markets across the country; a nationally syndicated columnist with Creators Syndicate and the Daily Beast; as well as senior
analyst for the Tom Joyner Morning Show, where his daily segment is heard on more than 100 stations by 8 million people.
Georgia Goslee is a nationally known lawyer, television commentator, former federal prosecutor, international law professor and
speaker. Georgia is passionate about life and about the rights of others. She has provided legal commentary on high profile
cases on CNN, MSNBC, CNBC, COURT TV and FOX NEWS. Her media career makes her well suited to debate on national
television. A former broadcast journalist who appeared as a regular panelist on “Square-Off”, a Saturday night political talk show
and co-hosted a Sunday morning talk show. Both aired on WJZ-TV in Baltimore, Maryland.
Dr. Kanu Kogod, from Bridges in Organizations is a trained anthropologist, organizational development consultant, and master
certified coach with work experience in India, Kenya, Rwanda and Peru. Prior to starting her own consulting firm in 1987. Kanu
co-designed and facilitates Leadership Alchemy, an award-winning ten-month transformational leadership development program
at NASAÕs Goddard Space Flight Center since 2001. Leadership Alchemy has won awards and received vast acclaim for
helping to create a shift in NASAÕs culture and leadership practices.
Rev. Sylvia Sumter, Sr. Pastor of Unity of Washington Church; Reverend Sylvia E. Sumter is currently the Senior Minister of
Unity of Washington, DC. Prior to her tenure in Washington, DC, she served as the Chairperson of Communication Studies and
Skills Department for the Unity School of Religious Studies, in Unity Village, Missouri. As a member of the faculty, she taught in
the Ministerial Education Program and in the Continuing Education Program. Licensed as a Minister in 1986, ordained as a Unity
Minister in 1987, graduate of the Unity School of Christianity.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux, President Emeritus, Bennett College; Founder & President Economic Education Dr. Julianne Malveaux
has long been recognized for her progressive and insightful observations. Her contributions to the public dialogue on issues such
as race, culture, gender and their economic impacts are shaping public opinion in 21St Century America. Dr. Malveaux’s popular
writing has appeared in national publications. Her weekly columns appeared through King Features syndicate for more than a
decade across the country. She has hosted television and radio programs – and appeared widely as commentator on networks
including CNN, BET, PBS, NBC,ABC, Fox News, MSNBC, CNBC, TV One, C-SPAN and others.
Cindy Pearlman, a nationally syndicated writer for the New York Times Syndicate and the Chicago Sun-Times. Her work has
appeared in Entertainment Weekly, Premiere, People, Ladies’ Home Journal, McCall’s, Seventeen, Movieline, and Cinescape.
Over the past 15 years, she has interviewed Hollywood’s biggest stars, who appear in her column, “The Big Picture.” Cindy is the
co-author of Simple Things and Love Notes (with Jim Brickman); It’s Not about the Horse (with Wyatt Webb); Born Knowing (with
John Holland); Flex Ability (with Flex Wheeler); and I’m Still Hungry and To Serve with Love (with Carnie Wilson), as well as
many other works with and for celebrity authors.
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A seasoned radio talk show host with Radio One, owned by Cathy Hughes, Lyndia has her own show called “Think
on These Things” - The Lyndia Grant Show. The show airs Fridays and is now syndicated on WYCB AM, Washington, DC
at 6:00pm; and WWIN AM Baltimore, Maryland, Fridays at 5:30pm. Annually, to celebrate her radio show anniversary,
Lyndia hosts a health fair. This year, it was held in Baltimore, Maryland, and three Baltimore City Councilmember’s were in
attendance, including the Council President.
Lyndia is a nationally, syndicated newspaper columnist. Her Religion Corner which has appeared in the Washington
Informer for the past ten years was picked up by the National Newspapers Publishers Association (NNPA); and by Black
Press USA. It has appeared in hundreds of black owned newspapers nationally.
Lyndia earned her BA Degree and MA Degree in the field of Communications from Trinity Washington University.
She has enjoyed speaking/training opportunities offered by federal agencies such as:
•

U.S. Department of Commerce;

•

Social Security Administration;

•

U.S. Department of Labor; Office of the Lt. Governor,

•

U.S. Virgin Islands, the Island of St. Croix,

•

National Council of Negro Women, S.F. Calif.

Lyndia is a major special events coordinator, ranging from appointments from two U.S. Presidents to 3 DC Mayors; and
several DC City Council Members. Served as lead event coordinator of the District of Columbia Committee’s March on
Washington, working with the city-wide chairman, Dr. Frank Smith. A national monument maker, Lyndia served as project
director of the African American Civil War Memorial from the 1991 groundbreaking to the 1998 unveiling which was
broadcast live on CNN, CSPAN and seen on 163 TV stations across the nation.
Though Lyndia is a Democrat, she was awarded a contract by the Inaugural Committee of President George Herbert
Walker Bush, where she worked for the Republican Party; And for the Democrats, she worked as a staff member for
President William Jefferson Clinton’s Inaugural Committee.
She enjoys sharing with her radio listening audiences how her life changed forever, the day she read Napoleon Hill’s
book “Think and Grow Rich.”
She is a domestic violence survivor; divorced after 17-years and has 3 adult children; and 3 grand children.
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"Wherefore I was made a minister, according to the gift of grace of God given unto me by the effectual working
of His power" (Ephesians 3:7).
Rev. Dr. Unnia L. Pettus has 23 years of public relations, marketing, creative writing, advertising, crisis
communications, business management, coalition-building, public speaking, collegiate teaching, and research
experience. In her career, she has served as a highly visible spokesperson in several roles, including her role as the
Deputy Press Secretary then later promoted to be the Press Secretary to then D.C. Mayor Sharon Pratt Dixon, whose
name later became Sharon Pratt-Kelly after getting married in the middle of her four year term. At the age of 23,
Rev. Dr. Pettus was a history-maker as the youngest Cabinet member to serve in the Executive Office of the Mayor
as a political appointee. News regarding her post resulted in a Jet magazine feature story.
Also, she was recognized as a "Top 30 under 30" in D.C.'s Success Guide magazine. Later in her career, she was
hired to be the Strategic Communications Director for the 1.3 million-member Service Employees International
Union (S.E.I.U.) of the AFL-CIO. She was also appointed to be the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area Press
Secretary for the 2000 Democratic Presidential Campaign for Vice President Al Gore and Senator Joe Lieberman (DCT.).
From August through November 2012, Rev. Dr. Pettus served as the African American Clergy Outreach Core
Team Member for the Obama for America, D.C. Campaign. Immediately after the re-election, Rev. Dr. Pettus was
appointed to work as a Faith Outreach Fellow for the 57th Presidential Inaugural Committee (P.I.C.). The food drive
was recognized by the 57th Presidential Inaugural Committee, D.C. Director for The National Day of Service, Mr.
Kouri C. Marshall, as a great success. In her role, Rev. Dr. Pettus held responsibility for recruiting pastors and clergy
leaders to enlist their members to collect non-perishable food items, and to volunteer to sort and package the donated
items at the event site for the National Day of Service. Hundreds answered the call to volunteer, and more than 4,500
cans, boxes, and other packages of food were collected and donated to local food banks, including Capital Area Food
Bank and So Others Might Eat. In 2013 she was tapped to serve as the Director of Faith Outreach for the successful
election of DC Councilmember Anita Bonds (D-DC) to the seat of DC by a margin of just 10 points.
From January 2010 to March 2015, Rev. Dr. Pettus, served as an ordained Associate Minister of Independent
Church of God in Washington, D.C. under the esteemed leadership of Pastor Claritha A. Stewart. During her 5 year
tenure, she served as Vice-Chair of the Women’s Ministry, a co-instructor for the weekly Adult Sunday School class,
and as a member of the Praise & Worship Ministry.
Pettus is the proprietor of Pettus & Associates, as a public relations and marketing consultant for clients with
projects targeting specialty audiences, including the faith community. Currently, she serves as an Adjunct Professor
teaching public relations in the School of Communications at Howard University. She also serves in full-time
ministry through counseling and outreach to domestic violence victims and survivors through her ministry, Nobody
But God Outreach Ministry.
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A CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION
21-22
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
March 3, 2015
To recognize and honor Mrs. Lillian Huff for her charitable and civic contributions to the
District of Columbia.
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff is a Ward 5 resident, mother, civic leader, civil rights
advocate, women’s rights leader, Democratic activist, and graduate of West Virginia State University;
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff served as President of the Friends of Lamond-Riggs Neighborhood
Library, as Vice-President of the D.C. Federation of the Friends of the Library, as President of the
Lamond-Riggs Civic Association, and has remained a committed community and political leader in the
Lamond-Riggs community and throughout the District;
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff chaired the first and only D.C. Statehood Constitutional
Convention on January 30, 1981, the first formal step toward establishing the state of New Columbia;
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff was honored by Mayor Marion Barry for her contribution to selfdetermination because of her work with the Self-Determination for D.C. Coalition (1971 – 1985);
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff served on the Democratic National Committee (“DNC”) as National
Committeewoman for the District of Columbia;
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff was instrumental in the formation of the National Federation of
Democratic Women (“NFDW”), was responsible for the motion that designated 3 seats on the DNC for
the NFDW, played a pivotal leadership role in organizing a chapter in Washington, D.C., and became
the charter President of the D.C. Federation of Democratic Women;
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff was an African American Female Delegate to the 1972 and 1980
Democratic National Conventions; and
WHEREAS, Lillian Huff continues to use her extensive knowledge of the Democratic Party, the
DNC, the NFDW, the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee, and the political process to
provide advice and counsel to political candidates and leaders from every quadrant of the District of
Columbia.
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, that
the Council of the District of Columbia recognizes Mrs. Lillian Huff and her contributions to the District
as a community and political leader.
Sec. 2. This resolution may be cited as the “Lillian Huff Recognition Resolution of 2015”.
Sec. 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first day of publication in the
District of Columbia Register.
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Lawanda Willis
Leslie Harris-Traore
Lillian J. Huff
Linda Jefferson
Lyndia Grant

Min. Lynn Strange
Min. Gloria Walker-Baylor
Min. Lela Harris
Monda Raquel Webb
Patricia Butler
Patricia Cannady
Patsy J. Cannon
Paula Edwards
Rev. Dr. Unnia Pettus
Rev. Jocelyn Watson-Garland
Rev. Sylvia Sumter
Rocky Twyman
Romaine Thomas
Shirley Thomas
Stephanie "Aurora“
Susan Ledderer
Thelma Toler
Vivian Wilds
Zella Worsley

